3K PARENTS

December 8, 2011

Hello Everyone!  Our busy bees have been: 

· Focusing on angles, symmetry and congruent shapes.  

· We read Puss in Boots, a fairy tale picked by the class.  Next week we’ll decorate our door according to this fairy tale to participate in the whole school contest.  

· Our Heifer International project has been a HUGE success!!!  In just one week we have raised $120!  We can buy a goat!  Our efforts will continue and we are excited to see how much we will be able to rise by Winter Solstice, Dec. 22nd.

· Third graders baked cookies with Gina on Thursday for donations at the winter concert.  

· 3K & 1L sold snowflakes at the book fair and in the foyer on Thursday.

· A goat came to visit our school on Friday - how exciting!  See the back of this page for more on Lime, our angora friend.

Next week:

· We’ll continue our efforts for Heifer International.

· We’ll go swimming at the YMCA – Wednesday and Friday afternoons and travel to the MVRHS on Thursday.

· We’ll focus on time in math

IMPORTANT THINGS COMING UP IN THE NEXT TWO WEEKS:

· The winter concert is on Tuesday night.  Everyone needs to be here at 6:10 for a 6:30 start.  We’ll meet in the classroom before and after the show.  Please pick your child up in our classroom after the show. If you are bringing baked goods please drop them off in the foyer.  Thanks in advance for your contribution.  We have some help with the K-3 part of the concert but if your child would like to help out with the 4-8 part of the show too (selling snowflakes and asking for donations at our treat table) please let me know.  Again, thank you!

· Wednesday and Friday afternoons we’ll be going swimming at the YMCA.  Third graders will learn boat and water safety.  They will be carefully watched and they don’t need to know how to swim to participate.  We encourage all of them to get into the water.  Please send your child to school with a bathing suit, towel and swim cap if he/she has one. The YMCA provides swim caps to those who need them

· Thursday we travel to the high school to meet with our Irish Studies friends.  They’ll share some traditions with us and we’ll share some of our own stories with them.  We plan on eating lunch at the high school so please send $3.00 for your child to buy a lunch or send one from home that day.  

“Our farm visitor's name is LIME. 

He has lived at The FARM Institute for 6 years and before that Thompson Farm in Vineyard Haven.

He is an Angora goat. Angora is the historic name of Ankara, Turkey where this breed developed.

LIME is a Wether, meaning he is a neutered male (Buck). 

He has a female companion (also know as a Doe) back at the farm. Her name is LEMON. 

This breed is considered most useful for its fiber. 

Their wool after it is sheared is called MOHAIR.

It is incredibly curly and makes wonderfully soft yarn.

Unlike most sheep, Angora Goats need to be shorn twice a year!

Turkey and South Africa are the world's largest producers of mohair. 

Texas to this day remains the largest mohair producer in the U.S., and is the third largest in the world.”     Facts about our visitor made possible by Melinda DeFeo
If you are interested in learning more about Heifer International take a look at their website; www.heifer.org
