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Responsive Classroom


I have been implementing Responsive Classroom Approach for the past 13 years with amazing results.  The goal is to create a safe and positive atmosphere, which will enable students to optimize their potential. The following are some components of the Responsive Classroom:

Morning Meeting

We start each day off with a Morning Meeting.  This includes a greeting three or four share, a class activity/game and then the morning message.  The meeting sets the tone for the day.  Its purpose is to help the children to make connection and feel apart of the class.

Classroom Rules


The children worked together to create our classroom rules.  They are stated in the positive, so we are enforcing what should be happening in regards to behavior.  Throughout the year, we will review our rules and what they should look like in our classroom. It is known that students who help create the rules are more apt to follow them.

Logical Consequences/Take A Break


We will have a “take a break” spot in our classroom for students who need to refocus their behavior.  Once they feel as though they are ready to return to the group they may.  Should “Take A Break” become a habit a conference between the student and myself will happen and other consequences may occur.

HOMEWORK
Weekly Assignment Page


Every child is required to bring his/her Weekly Assignment Page to and from school every day.  The children copy their assignments from the whiteboard onto their Assignment Page everyday.  Please check your child’s Assignment Page to see the daily homework or reminders.  When their homework is completed neatly and to the best of their ability, please sign the Assignment Page. It needs to be signed every night and comments are optional.


It is important that students have a consistent time for completing their homework.  They should do it in an area that is free from distractions and quiet.  If your child does not understand an assignment, please feel free to call me or write in the notes portion of the Assignment Page.  Students should be responsible for organizing their things. They need to bring their homework into school each day in a homework folder (no crumpled papers are accepted).

4th Grade Homework Expectations

1. 20-30 minutes of reading

2. 20 minutes of Math

3.Weekly Spelling Words

4. Long Term Projects: Book Reports/Social Studies/Science Reports

Remember the Assignment Page goes home every night and is to be signed by parents/guardian when homework is completed.  Please use the Assignment Page to inform me of any difficulties or concerns.

4th Grade Homework Policy

1-3 missed assignments-

-Student will miss Morning Meeting

-Students will fill out a missed homework letter

 to be signed by their parents.

4 or more missed assignments

-Student will miss Lunch/Recess

               

-Meet with the principal 





-Phone call home

Newsletter/Website


A weekly newsletter will be posted on the Edgartown School Website. The newsletter will include what is happening in our classroom, and important reminders. Please also check the Website for the homework and other notices.

Telephone


Our classroom can be reached by calling 627-3316 ext. 211.  Please do not leave an important message on the voicemail, as we cannot always listen to the messages prior to the end of the school day. Please try to call back or call the office.

Students are only allowed to use the phone for important issues. If they want to make plans to go to a friend’s house this needs to be done before school. 

Weekly Specials

Monday-Computer
Tuesday-Music and Gym

Wednesday- Art
Thursday-Gym and Music
Friday-Library and Spanish
Curriculum

Math

Your child will be using the math program called Math Expressions.  This program interweaves abstract mathematical concepts with the everyday experiences of children. This helps children to understand math better.

In Math Expressions, your child will learn math and have fun by:

· working with different objects and making drawings of various math situations.

· working with other students and sharing problem-solving strategies with them.

· writing and solving problems and connecting math to their daily lives.

· helping classmates learn by explaining how they solve math problems.

This math program is directly linked to the Massachusetts State Mathematics Frameworks and we will be working hard to meet the needs of all of our students.  Math manipulative materials will be used to enhance understanding. In the classroom, students will be working on the daily assignments, and then they may work at their own pace on enrichment activities.

It is very important that student learn their multiplication and division facts through their 12’s tables. We start out the year reviewing these and it is imperative that your child study/practice/memorize the tables at home.  These facts are important to know, as they are a foundation for topics covered throughout the year.

Reading


We use the Houghton-Mifflin reading program as a focus for our reading instruction.  The program includes a fourth grade reader that contains many wonderful pieces of literature, and leveled guided readers.  The children will work on their reading as a whole class, in small focus groups, with partners and independently.  We will be focusing on four major reading strategies: Questioning, Predicting, Summarizing and Clarifying. We also will work on developing a vast vocabulary.


I also really enjoy reading aloud and modeling the thinking that happens when someone reads. Your child also will be reading their own book and completing their Reading Homework Log each day. It is important that they bring their book to and from home each day. The children will be periodically assigned Book Reviews to write.

Writer’s Workshop


In our 4th grade classroom, your child will be learning a lot about the writing process during Writer’s Workshop.  The writing process includes prewriting, drafting, editing, revising, writing a final draft and sharing.  

In my classroom, I use 6+1 Traits of Writing.  The six traits include: Ideas, Voice, Organization, Sentence Fluency, Word Choice, and Conventions. The plus 1 is Presentation. Several times a week, we will have mini-lesson that focus on these traits of writing and learning what good writers do!

Your child will be writing a lot of personal narratives and will learn how to write to a prompt, so to be prepared for the writing portion of the 4th Grade MCAS. We also will write poetry, reports and several other styles of writing.

Spelling


We have a list of 78 spelling words that are called Priority Words. The students are required to always spell these words correctly.  The words are posted on the wall in the classroom. The learning goal for spelling is to have students spell and proofread correctly in their daily writing.  They will be asked to make spelling corrections in their writing on a daily basis.

During our daily Wonderful Words lessons, we will be working with our weekly spelling words and reviewing many spelling strategies.

They will also complete several activities for homework each week based on those words. On Monday, the students will receive a list of words they need to practice during the week at home and in school. On Fridays, we will have a weekly spelling test.

Science

The Science topics constructed from the Massachusetts State Science frameworks that we will be covering this year are the following:

· Animal Traits and Adaptations

· The Solar System

· The Sun/Moon/Earth Relationship

· Magnetism and Electricity

Social Studies


The fourth grade Social Studies Curriculum is based on the Massachusetts State Social Studies Frameworks.  We will be focusing on the following topics:

· Map Skills

· Geography and Landforms

· United States Regions and Geography-The students will learn the 50 states and capitals, our landforms, products and culture of each region.

We will be reading from many sources, completing projects and researching several topics.

MCAS Testing

4th graders are tested in the spring in Math, Language Arts and Writing.  
