Welcome to First Grade!
After all of my preparations it is wonderful to finally have the kiddos in the classroom! There are many things that I didn’t cover in my letter that was sent home last week. These are basic classroom routines and pieces of information that I like to share with parents.

Homework: Homework in First Grade is limited. I will be sending home a Math worksheet on most nights. The purpose of this assignment is to reinforce the lesson taught that day. It should not take longer than 10 minutes. On occasion there will be spelling homework, but this is usually completed in class. Again, it is sent home for reinforcement. There will not be homework over weekends or vacations. 
Reading at home: Your child is at a critical point in the learning process. The more practice they get with their reading the better they will get! Please spend at least 20 minutes a night reading with your child. I will be more than happy to send home books that are appropriate for your child’s reading ability. 
Snack: Please see the attached notice regarding snack information! 
Our Schedule: Please see the attached schedule. This of course is flexible, and if any major changes are made I will send a new copy home. The class has Gym on Wednesday and Friday please be sure your child comes in with socks and sneakers. The times labeled “Intervention” are blocks in our day where we focus on specific reading skills at each child’s individual level. We are lucky to have Mrs. LaSelva as our Reading Specialist and it is during these times she will be joining our class. 
Communication: I will also be sending home a weekly newsletter on Mondays and will also post it on the website. If you should need to reach me, the classroom number is 508-627-3316 ext. 132. The best time to reach me is before 8:20 and after 2:40. I also check my email at various times throughout the day. My email address is MMcDonald@mvyps.org. 
School Visits: If you come to visit your child please be sure to stop in the office and get a visitor’s pass. Also, if you are interested in chaperoning any of our field trips this year or volunteering in the school, you will need to have a CORI. These are good for 3 years and can be done at the Superintendent’s office. Thank you for your attention to this!
Lunch: Please be sure to review the lunch menu with your child before each day if they plan on buying. In the lunchroom, we have one table for our student with a peanut allergy. If your child would like to sit at this table, he or she must bring their own lunch they cannot buy a lunch that day. Also, this lunch must be completely free of peanuts or peanut products. Sitting at this table is a choice and no child will be forced to sit there. We review all of this information as a class as well.
Poem of the week: Each week we will be reading a poem every morning. A copy of this poem will also come home with your child in their homework folder each Monday. Please read it over with them once a night and leave it in their folder. We will be keeping all of the poems in school as well so each child will have a complete collection at the end of the school year. 
I have attached to this letter, in addition to the schedule and snack notice, a contact sheet. Please fill this out and return it no later than Friday, September 10. The bottom of it focuses on your hopes and dreams for your child this year. I am confident we are going to have a wonderful year! I look forward to getting to know you and your child!
						Sincerely,

					   Megan McDonald
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