October 11, 2010
Hello Parents!
	I hope you had a wonderful long weekend and were able to get out and enjoy the sunshine! On Friday afternoon we took advantage of the weather and went out to the school garden to do a pumpkin activity. The students loved it. Please look for the pictures on our webpage. The activity book your child completed will be coming home later this week. 
	Here are some of the other activities and lessons we worked on last week:

Reading: we read our first story in Reading, “Mac the Cat.” The students enjoyed reading about this mischievous cat. This story focused on CVC words with the short “a” sound. On Thursday we read a non-fiction article about big cats and pet cats. We discussed three different genres: non-fiction, realistic fiction, and fantasy. The students also practiced writing sentences. The focus was on capitalization in the correct places: at the beginning of the sentence, for names, days of the week, and months of the year. This will be something we work on throughout the school year! 
	Our comprehension skill that we focused on was the sequence of events in a story. This looks at the beginning, the middle, and the end of a story. On Friday we read a non-fiction book on the life cycle of a pumpkin and then each child made their own life cycle of a pumpkin poster. These will be coming home later this week. 

Math: we completed the GMADE. The GMADE is an assessment given in the fall and spring. I will share the results with you at your parent teacher conference later this month. We also discussed the doubles partners. These are numbers that are added together that are the same, for example 4 and 4 are doubles partners of 8. We also looked at all of the partners of ten. The kids discovered they have built in tools to help them with their tens partners… their hands! When they put down a certain number of fingers, this shows one partner and the fingers left up are the other partner. This is a great way to help your child learn their tens partners. This week we will continue working on partners and exploring the numbers 0-10. 
	On a different note, some of you may be unaware that we have a child, Isaac, in our classroom with a gluten allergy and dairy intolerance. It is extremely important that I am given at least 48 hours notice if there are any snacks or treats coming in for the class to enjoy for birthdays or other celebrations. This time allows for accommodations to be made so that he may enjoy a similar, but safe treat, prepared by his mom. Laura Silber, Isaac’s mom, is willing to help us create safe and healthy snacks for different holidays and celebrations. She has a lot of fantastic ideas that she would love to share! If you would like to chat with her about some ideas or would like more information on making snacks that the whole class can enjoy, feel free to call her at home. Her phone number is 508.696.8475. We both appreciate your cooperation with this matter!
	About this time in the school year, I ask parents to say goodbye to their child at our door if they walk them to the classroom. This helps them jump right into their day and get started on their morning jobs. Thank you for your cooperation with this!
Upcoming events:
1. Fire Prevention Week is this week! Members of the Edgartown Fire Department will be visiting our classroom to talk about this with us.
2. Photo Day is this Thursday.
3. October 19 will be a half day, dismissal will be at noon. On half days the students have “lunch,” but no snack. Please send in a note if your child’s after school plan is different from their normal plan.
This was a lengthy newsletter! I hope you and your child are enjoying our school year together so far. We have had a lot of fun and are working hard! As usual, I want to remind you not to hesitate if you have questions or concerns.
					Have a great week!

					Megan McDonald  
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