
PIRATES Test-Taking Strategy

... for sharing with students

Step 1: Prepare to succeed.
Put your name and PIRATES on the test.
Allot time and order to sections.
Say affirmations.
Start within 2 minutes.

Step 2: Inspect the instructions.
Read instructions carefully.
Underline what to do and where to respond.
Notice special requirements.

Step 3: Read, remember, reduce.

Step 4: Anwser or abandon.

Step 5: Turn back.

Step 6: Estimate.
Avoid absolutes.
Choose the longest or most detailed choice.
Eliminate similar choices.

Step 7: Survey.

Note: From Teaching Adolescents with Learning Disabilities: Strategies and Methods (2nd ed., p. 251), by D. D.
Deshler, E. S. Ellis, and B. K. Lenz, 1996, Denver, CO: Love Publishing. Copyright 1996 by Love Publishing.
Reprinted with permission.


