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W h a t  i s  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  a  5 0 4  p l a n
a n d  a n  I n d i v i d u a l i z e d  E d u c a t i o n  p l a n ?  
A 504 Plan and an IEP also have unique differences. The way in which a student
qualifies for services under each plan is a major difference. It is more difficult to
qualify for special education services and receive an IEP.  They both require that a
student have a documented disability, but there are additional requirements beyond
having that disability to receive Special Education services. A student must meet
criteria under one of the categories of special education. Each of those categories
have specific criteria mandated by the Department of Education. In addition to having
a disability, there must be clear data to support that the disability creates an adverse
impact on educational performance and that specialized instruction is essential for
the child to be successful.  In other words, a student can have a disability, yet not
qualify for special education services or an IEP.

To qualify for a 504 Plan, a student must have a disability that affects a major life
function. That disability does not have to be one of the 14 categories outlined by the
Department of Education. It can be any mental or physical disability. That disability
has to impact a “major life function.” Unlike an IEP, a “major life function” does not
have to be educational impact.
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At the Edgartown School there are

approximately 400 children attending K-8th

grade . Approximately 86 of those children

receive special education services . There are 15

children on 504 plans at this time .  

Edgartown School has 4 full time Special

Education teachers that serve the needs of all

the children on Individual Education Plans . 

 There are 2 Guidance counselors that manage

and ensure that the teachers receive the

information that is on a child 's 504 plan .  This

is done at the beginning of each school year

or as appropriate when children 's needs are

changing or they are becoming eligible for

these plans .
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Links for more info.
DESE Special Education parent rights

Parent and educator guidance for 504
plans in school

MVPS 504 handbook

https://www.doe.mass.edu/sped/prb/
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/504-resource-guide-201612.pdf

