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1  r e f e r r a l ,
2  e v a l u a t i o n  p l a n n i n g ,
3  e v a l u a t i o n ,  a n d
4  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  e l i g i b i l i t y .

 E l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  r e l a t e d  s e r v i c e s  i n v o l v e s
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p r o c e s s e s :

I n  t h i s  W e b s i t e  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E l e m e n t a r y  a n d  S e c o n d a r y
E d u c a t i o n  ( " D e p a r t m e n t " )  d i s c u s s e s  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  p r o c e s s e s  a n d
t h e i r  r e l a t e d  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  w e  o f f e r
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  t o  h e l p  d i s t r i c t  s t a f f  a n d  I n d i v i d u a l i z e d
E d u c a t i o n  P r o g r a m  ( I E P )  T e a m s  i m p l e m e n t  e a c h  p r o c e s s
e f f e c t i v e l y  ( f o r t h c o m i n g ) .

All students, including those with disabilities, are general education students.

This means that students with disabilities are held to the same high standards as
students without disabilities. Students with disabilities, like all students, receive
instruction aligned with the MA Curriculum Frameworks (the explicit
curriculum). Additionally, they learn norms and values through participation in
the school community (the implicit curriculum).

 

https://www.doe.mass.edu/rlo/sped/eligibility-guide/index.html#/lessons/25gSeNZzy21QuXWR7rjVY6i1DevlBv2U
http://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/current.html
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General education and special education differ in significant ways:
Special education means specially designed instruction to meet the individual needs of
the eligible student and/or related services necessary for the eligible student to access
the general curriculum. 

General education offers universally designed curricula and/or academic, behavioral, and
social emotional learning (SEL) supports to all students, and then allows for selection
from a common set of interventions to help students who experience difficulty.

By contrast, special education individualizes based on each student's needs as
determined through the evaluation process. This means that special education is an
individualized educational program based on a student’s specific disability-related needs.
This work begins with the referral process and continues through the delivery of specific
services, as determined through the evaluation and IEP process.

Information taken from the :
"Massachusetts Referral, Evaluation, and Eligibility Determination Guide"

- DESE website


